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We, the people of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Rockport, Texas, being em-
powered by the Holy Spirit, dedicate ourselves to serve God by proclaiming 
the good news of Jesus Christ to our community through prayer, study, wor-
ship and action, using our time, talent and resources. 
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You’re not just welcome, you belong! 
A Church Home for All 

Our parish has been serving the community of Rockport 
since 1871 as a place of worship in the Episcopal tradiƟon. 
St. Peter’s is known for its welcoming and inclusive spirit. 
We share our love of Jesus as we celebrate the joys of Chris-
Ɵan life, and as we provide hope and relief in Ɵmes of diffi-
culty. Our faith has kept us strong and resilient as we’ve 
faced many challenges over the years, allowing us to adapt 
to the needs of the season. Our congregaƟon has a core 
group of year-round communicants joined by many season-
al aƩendees. Winter Texans join our St. Peter’s family every year from October through 
March, parƟcipate in worship and fellowship, and assist us in our missions and volunteer 
work. Many of our transient families stay in touch throughout the year through our online 

services. We are blessed to have such support be-
yond the local area. 

Pam & Larry Heidt are long-Ɵme members turned 
Winter Texans. They return each year to re-join our 
congregaƟon. 

Winter Texan-5 years coming to 
St.Peter’s Rockport 

“As we travel, we visit 10 or more 
congregaƟons annually. St. Peter’s 
is one of the strongest. Number of 
congregants, financial support and 
leadership are apparent at St. 
Peter’s.” 
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The History of St’ Peter’s Episcopal Church, Rockport, Texas 
By the St. Peter’s Living History Group 

The history of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Rockport, Texas tells the story of its enduring role in the 
Rockport and Aransas County communiƟes. Rockport, the county seat of Aransas County, is on the 
Live Oak Peninsula, thirty miles northeast of Corpus ChrisƟ. In 1867, when Richard H. Wood and J. M. 
Doughty had built a wharf on Rocky Point and founded the town of Rockport, it was in Refugio County. 
John M. Mathis, Thomas H. Mathis, and James M. Doughty plaƩed the southern part of Rockport and 
set aside land for six churches. The Episcopal Church was on the 
northeast corner of Live Oak and North Streets. In September 1871, 
Aransas County was created from Refugio County by the Texas leg-
islature, with Rockport as the County Seat. On November 30 of that 
same year, Bishop Alexander Gregg dedicated St. Peter’s as a mis-
sion. 

The beginnings of the Episcopal Church in Rockport were in the 
town of St. Mary’s of Aransas, across Copano Bay from Rockport. 
Before the Civil War, St. Mary’s was a significant Texas port. An 
1869 lisƟng of businesses in St. Mary’s includes the following state-
ment: “The Episcopalians had no church edifice and no resident 
rector. Colonel John H. Allen and Captain F. Bailey were lay read-
ers.” AŌer the Civil War, many ciƟzens of St. Mary’s had moved to 
Rockport to take advantage of the caƩle pens, wharf, and shipping. 
Frederick A. Bailey made that move. When Bishop Alexander 
Gregg visited the church in Rockport in 1870, he performed bap-
Ɵsms and confirmaƟons at Mr. Bailey’s home.   

By the Ɵme Bishop Gregg visited again in 1871, a “very comforta-
ble chapel” had been built. He promised a monthly service when 
a rector was found for Corpus ChrisƟ. By 1872, Frederick A. Bailey 
had been licensed as a lay reader. It is possible that, during this 
early period, the church was called the “Church of the Messiah.”   

St. Peter’s was located on the northeast corner of Live Oak and 
North Streets for 50 years. The September 16, 1875, hurricane 
destroyed the church. It was rebuilt on the same spot. When the 
San Antonio & Aransas Pass Railroad reached Rockport in 1888-
1889, the liƩle church was very near the tracks and the depot. 
The noise and black coal smoke made services difficult.  The Au-
gust 16, 1916, hurricane heavily damaged the building and de-
stroyed the church records. Again, the church was rebuilt on the 

Above—Pre 1916 at the Liveoak-North Street loca-
Ɵon; Below— the hurricane of 1919 wiped out the 
church. 
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same spot.  

The September 14, 1919, storm destroyed the building once again. AŌer that storm, the Bishop, the 
Diocese of West Texas, and the St. Peter’s Vestry made the decision to move the liƩle building to high-
er ground. This Ɵme the site was moved to the corner of 
Liberty and Live Oak Streets in North Rockport. When 
Liberty Street became Texas Highway 35 (also called the 
“Hug the Coast Highway”), the traffic noise once again 
made it hard to hold services. In 1954, the building was 
relocated to the northeast corner of Live Oak and Mimo-
sa Streets. It remained at that locaƟon unƟl the congre-
gaƟon moved to the beauƟful new church at 555 Enter-
prise Boulevard.  

 St. Peter’s was a mission. It depended on the bishop, 
clergy from nearby communiƟes, visiƟng reƟred Episco-
pal clergy, and lay readers for worship. In 1952 Harry 
Carter came to Rockport. He served as lay reader in 
charge for 12 years unƟl the Diocese of West Texas ad-
miƩed St. Peter’s as a parish in 1964. Bishop Jones re-
ferred to Mr. Carter as a "layman extraordinary" who had 
demonstrated the possibiliƟes of the lay ministry in the 
Episcopal Church.    

On a very cold March 15, 2015, ground was broken at 
555 Enterprise for a new and more architecturally mod-
ern church. On July 13, 2016, the new church was dedi-
cated. Then on August 25, 2017, life at St. Peter’s was 
once again interrupted by a hurricane.  

Hurricane Harvey leŌ the Rockport-Fulton community 
facing unbelievable devastaƟon. St. Peter’s immediately 

In 1991 a longƟme member described St. Peter’s history with the following 
statement: “This is the story of a small church’s life. This is the story of zeal, 
suffering, hardship, discouragement and love. This is the story of men and 
women, generaƟon aŌer generaƟon who refused to abandon the cause when it 
seemed hopeless, it was God’s grace that kept us going in the past; its promise 
is our future now and beckons us to follow him.”  

Above—Easter altar in Liveoak -Mimosa locaƟon; Below—
Ground breaking for current locaƟon. 
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became a beacon of resilience, working alongside the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas and interna-
Ɵonal organizaƟons to provide manpower and inspiraƟon. IniƟal recovery efforts focused on the 
safety of the congregaƟon; while the sanctuary underwent extensive repairs for water damage, the 
parish remained undeterred. Services were held in the parking lot and parish hall, maintaining a spir-
itual anchor for members as they navigated the daunƟng task of rebuilding their lives and communi-
ty.  

As the healing process began, St. Peter’s coordinated with the Diocesan Disaster Relief office to bring 
aid directly to neighborhoods where residents struggled to access services. The church grounds 
transformed into a hub for relief, hosƟng food trucks, a community wellness fair, and even a tempo-
rary "shoe store" for those in need. Beyond physical supplies, the parish provided vital emoƟonal and 
spiritual support, hosƟng therapy groups and "living history" recordings for survivors. By mid-
December, the sanctuary was fully restored, allowing 
the congregaƟon to return to their sacred space with 
grateful and hopeful hearts.  

Fr. Jim Friedel was here for St. Peter’s from 2008 unƟl 
his reƟrement at the end of 2025. He was at St. Peter’s 
through the search for an ideal site for a new St. Pe-
ter’s church building, the planning, design, construc-
Ɵon, and finally the move to the beauƟful new Church 
in July 2016. He was also here a liƩle more than a year 
later as the enƟre county suffered through almost un-
imaginable damage from Hurricane Harvey. He was 
here as we suffered through the Covid 19 Pandemic. 
He was here as we joyously celebrated our 150th Anni-
versary in 2021.  

 
Finishing the bell tower 

DedicaƟon of our current church home DecoraƟng the Christmas Altar 



7 

1869 – Episcopal Church at St. Mary’s 
¨ No building or resident rector 
¨ Two Lay readers: Colonel John H. Allen & Captain F. Bailey 

1870 – BapƟsms and confirmaƟons in Captain Frederick Bailey’s home. 
1871 – St. Peter’s Church established as a mission.  

¨ November 30, 1871 Church dedicated by Bishop Alexander Gregg 
¨ Frederick A. Bailey lay-reader. 

1875 – St. Peter’s was blown down by a hurricane. 
¨ Rebuilt at the same locaƟon. 

1916 – St. Peter’s was heavily damaged by a hurricane 
¨ Church records were destroyed; Rebuilt at same locaƟon 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church from 1871 to 2026 

1919 – St. Peter’s was destroyed by a hurricane 
¨ Decision made to move it to higher ground. Church moved to Liberty and Live Oak. 

¨ 1952 to1964—Harry Carter lay reader in charge 

1954 – Building moved to the corner of Live Oak and Mimosa. 

1964 – St. Peter's became a Parish. 
¨ 1965 to1967—Rev. Harold W. Edmonson  
¨ 1968 to 1974—Rev. Glenn Hill  
¨ 1975 to 1996—Rev. Walter Daniel Clark  
¨ 1997 to 2002—Rev. Maurice Lane “Reese” Friedman  
¨ 2004 to 2007—Rev. G.M. (Mac) Keeble  
¨ 2008 – 2025—Rev. James Friedel  

¨ March 15, 2015 Ground broken for a new church building at 555 Enterprise Blvd. 

2016 – July 13 New church dedicated at current locaƟon 

2017 – Hurricane Harvey 

2021 – November 30 – 150th Anniversary 
¨ February 2026 to present—Reverend Fred H. Tinsley, Jr., Interim Rector  

1888 – The San Antonio & Aransas Pass Railroad arrived in Rockport. 
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St. Peter’s Today 

· The average Sunday aƩendance in person in 2025 was 91.4 

· The Sunday aƩendance via streaming  is  2 to 3 live viewings, and later views average 22 per week. 

· The total number of communicants in good standing at this Ɵme is 199. 

· This April, we welcomed 7 new members with the Bishop’s visit, six confirmaƟons and one received. 

· In 2025, there were 4 bapƟsms. 

· In 2025, there were 11 funerals. 

· The number of pledges for 2025 were 53 

· Plate, pledge and other contribuƟons to the general operaƟng fund for 2025 were $173,120 

· Castaways income for 2025 was $215,757 from the sale of donated items. 

· We also raised $215,680 in 2025 in our capital campaign to pay down some of our building debt. 

· Our Military Ministry includes monthly breakfasts for 45 to 90 veterans and first responders. 

· We host an annual Military Christmas dinner for  50 veterans. 

· Care Portal helped 4 families in 2025, assisƟng 10 children with an economic impact of $1765 

· Our Prayer Chain responded to more than 180 prayer requests in 2025. 

St. Peter’s has blossomed since it’s humble 
beginnings.  Here are some numbers that 
describe us today. 

Above: our Easter Altar 

Right: wildflowers from 
our grounds. 



9 

Who We Are 

Our People 

Our rector is supported by a kind and caring 
group of parishioners. Our office staff  consists 
of two very capable ladies, Mary Catherine 
Pugh and Amy Goode.  

The 2026 St. Peter’s vestry has six members 
who are elected to work alongside the Rector 
in the management of the church. They are 
Senior Warden Martha Berkebile, Junior War-
den Jim Hendrex, Clerk BeƩy Williams, Becky 
Warren and Glen Baker and Steve Clarkson 

Our Ministries and Worship 

Meredith Carter is our longƟme Music Director 
and Choir Director. She works with the rector 
to select worship music and guides the choir as 
they parƟcipate in worship during the service. 
Our choir sings at the 10am service. We wel-
come all who are willing to share their voices 

Mary Catherine Pugh 

Amy Goode 

Meredith Carter 

Choir pracƟce in the choir room before the 10 am service 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10a (NIV): "Two are 
better than one, because they have a 
good return for their labor: If either of 
them falls down, one can help the other 
up..." 



10 

to make a joyful noise unto the Lord. 

Ten women and men of the Altar Guild diligently maintain and care for the 
consecrated items used in our worship. Sherri Collins has led the Altar Guild 
for more than twenty years. 

Our team of Hosts and Greeters are 
friendly and welcoming to all who 
enter our worship space. We be-
come a Church Home away from 
home to our many visitors each 
year. 

Our Fellowship team is an amazing 
group of people who share their 
cooking talents and hospitality with 
the congregaƟon each week follow-
ing both Sunday services. The fel-
lowship Ɵme is well aƩended and 
provides a wonderful environment 
to strengthen our St. Peter’s family 
bonds. 

We have several acƟve Community 
of Hope members who are trained 
as lay-chaplains using the Commu-
nity of Hope InternaƟonal curricu-
lum. All are trained to ‘listen with 

Altar Guild members at work on the altar and in the  sacristy. Sherri Collins (center) oversees the men and women of group. 
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the ear of the heart,’ to assist with 
visitaƟons and to help with the 
prayer needs of our congregaƟon. 
Our St. Peter’s Prayer Chain is un-
der the umbrella of the Communi-
ty of Hope and currently has 57 
faithful prayer angels praying for 
the needs of the congregaƟon. 

The order of the Daughters of the 
King—Julian of Norwich Chapter 
pray privately for individuals and 
for the needs of the church. The 
daughters host ‘Quiet Day’ re-
treats in our church and around 
the grounds. The retreats are open to all who are interested and provide a calm environment for 
spiritual focus.  

St. Peter’s also raises funds for world missions through the Unit-
ed Thank Offering campaign. 

 

ChrisƟan FormaƟon 

There are several studies offered each year to provide for the 
congregaƟon’s ChrisƟan formaƟon. These are lead by the rector 
or by other individuals who offer their Ɵme. During the seasons 
of Advent and Lent, The Living Compass resources are provided 
to the congregaƟon for daily devoƟonals or group study. The 
daily devoƟonal Forward Day by Day is available year-round for 
those who are interested.  

In addiƟon to the devoƟonal studies, topical Bible studies are 
offered. We also offer an inquirer’s class and confirmaƟon class 
for those interested in becoming bapƟzed, confirmed, or for 
finding out  more about the Episcopal Church. 

 

 

The Order of the Daughters of the King—Julian of Norwich Chapter.  
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Care Portal 

CarePortal is a technology plaƞorm that links government and non-profit agencies with local churches to 
provide needs for local families in crisis. In Aransas County, the main agencies that parƟcipate in the 
CarePortal network are CPS and the Pregnancy Center. These agencies refer families who have needs to 
the plaƞorm. The area churches are noƟfied and respond to the needs as they are able. St Peter’s has 
been involved with CarePortal since it began in our community in 2018. 

Ruth Douglas, our Care Portal liaison, works with the Rector to provide for these needs such as food, 
gas, clothing, household items or financial assistance. She coordinates assistance where possible, work-
ing in conjuncƟon with local organizaƟons like Castaways and Good Samaritans. In 2025, St. Peter’s re-
sponded to four CarePortal requests, which provided assistance to ten children with an economic impact 
of $1765. St. Peter’s has provided beds and bedding, clothes, household items, groceries and rent/uƟlity 
assistance.  

 

Good Samaritans 

Good Samaritans is a local charity organizaƟon formed by six local churches to provide for those in need 
of assistance. The goal of the organizaƟon is to provide “a hand up, not a handout.” Good Samaritans 
has a food pantry and offers assistance with uƟliƟes, medical bills and rent. They also provide vouchers 
for clothing through Castaways (page 13) , a thriŌ shop operated by six local churches. St. Peter’s col-
lects food and other pantry items for Good Samaritans. 

 

Military AppreciaƟon Breakfast 

In 2023 St. Peter’s idenƟfied  a need to pro-
vide a safe space for veterans to get together 
and talk with other veterans and first re-
sponders. The Military AppreciaƟon Break-
fast is served on the first Saturday of each 
month providing a hot breakfast and good 
conversaƟon to many local veterans and first 
responders. In addiƟon to breakfast, speak-
ers are invited to share their experiences 
with the aƩendees. We regularly host more 

Outreach 

A group picture from one of our Military AppreciaƟon Breakfasts 
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than 80 local veterans in our Parish Hall. 

Alzheimer's and DemenƟa Support Group 

Monthly, St. Peter’s offers space in our Parish Hall for the Alzheimer's and DemenƟa support group to 
meet.  This is an anonymous group from the surrounding community who are caring for a loved one with 
cogniƟve difficulƟes. It is a place for spiritual healing and support. If you would like to know more about 
this group, Becky Warren is our Parish contact person for the group. 

More than Kniƫng Group 

St. Peter’s also offers the lounge area as a comfortable space for gathering and fellowship. On Thursday 
aŌernoons you may find a gathering of needleworkers who get together to create together.  What began 
as a kniƩers’ group has expanded to invite all people who just want a place to enjoy the company of  oth-
er creaƟve individuals. 

Castaways 

Castaways ThriŌ Shop is a community resale shop with six 
member churches. The organizaƟon distributed over $1.47 
million to it’s member churches in 2025, of which, $216,915 
came to St. Peter’s.  In addiƟon to monetary returns, Casta-
ways helps provide needed items to those in difficult situa-
Ɵons. Castaways works with other community organizaƟons 
such as Good Samaritans, Children’s CoaliƟon, CommuniƟes 
In Schools and Care Portal, to provide clothing, furniture or 

St. Peter’s storage and sorƟng building for Castaways, also 
known as Roy’s House in honor of Roy Allen, a St. Peter’s pa-
rishioner and decades long Castaway’s volunteer. 

Bags of donated clothing are  sorted and 
screened by a group of dedicated volunteers. 
Hundreds of pieces of clothing are evaluated 
for quality and boxed for future pricing. 
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household items when needed. 

Castaways is one of our primary 
outreach projects. In our Casta-
way’s building (Roy’s House) a 
group of dedicated volunteers sort 
donated clothing by season and 
type and pack it into boxes. Larger 
items are stored and evaluated 
here too. Sorted items are taken 
to the Castaways shop on Market 
Street to be priced and put out for 
sale. Proceeds from the sales help 
fund our missions at St. Peter’s 
and in the Rockport community.  
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Our Church Home 
When we outgrew our old facility in 
the early 2000’s, we decided to design 
our new building to accommodate 
growth, flexibility and potenƟal new 
ministries . This planning has allowed 
us to do more outreach for the com-
munity of Rockport-Fulton. Our sanctu-
ary can accommodate 250 worshipers 
and can be reconfigured for special 
occasions as needed.   

The test of that planning came soon 
aŌer we moved in, and opened our 
eyes to a greater potenƟal. AŌer the devastaƟng 
hurricane Harvey in 2017, St. Peter’s Parish became 
a distribuƟon center for relief supplies and clothing for the 
community.  We also hosted a mobile kitchen which pro-
vided many meals unƟl the local uƟliƟes were restored. 

Faith formaƟon and Spiritual health are part of our com-
mitment to our church family. Rooms off of the parish hall 
provide flexible spaces to meet for bible study, and faith 
groups. Our chapel is designed to be a space for small 
groups or children’s worship and occupies one of these 
rooms. 

Church office recepƟon area The chapel off of the Parish Hall can be used for meeƟngs and study 

The Altar, Chancel and Sanctuary can be reconfigured as needed. 
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Good food and fellowship are big part of St. Peter’s hos-
pitality. Our Parish Hall and commercial kitchen are flexi-
ble enough to allow us to hold fellowship aŌer both Sun-
day morning services, and to accommodate a monthly 
Military AppreciaƟon Breakfast for up to 140 veterans 
and first responders. We also hold well aƩended parish 
potlucks and a compeƟƟve Chili Cookoff every Fall. For 
several years, we hosted the Fishin’ for Mission fishing 
tournament and in the Spring, we hold a Castaways Style 
Show where folks model their favorite finds from thriŌing 
at Castaways. 

 

 

Top– Parish Hall during 
morning fellowship; 
Above—Military appreci-
aƟon breakfast; Upper 
right—Castaways Style 
Show. Lower Right—
Fishin’ for Mission weigh 
in under the PorƟco at 
the west entrance. Be-
low—Emergency Kitchen 
set up in the parking lot 
post-Harvey 
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Our Grounds 
St. Peter’s was built on a heavily wooded, eight acre 
lot. The building was designed to leave as many trees 
as possible untouched. There are several meditaƟon 
gardens around the building that make ideal spaces for 
our Quiet Day retreats. StaƟons of the Cross are placed 
in the gardens around the building. Our columbarium 
rests among the trees, at the end of a wooded path. 
Our undeveloped woodland has a nature walk that has 
become part of Aransas Pathways, a series of natural 
pathways in Aransas County that encourage outdoor 
acƟvity. We have plans to create a meditaƟon Labyrinth 
in the future.  
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Our Strengths, Challenges, Hopes and Dreams 

Our Strengths 

At St. Peter’s, we are considered a transiƟonal size church. We have a core group of consistent and reliable 
Ministry Leaders who make our people our strongest asset. Our perceived strengths, according to our par-
ish survey are “Warm and open people/welcoming/non-judgmental/caring parishioners and priest.” St. 
Peter’s is located in a vibrant vacaƟon, reƟrement and “Winter Texan” desƟnaƟon, and we have a loving, 
welcoming group of consistent parishioners who respond to whatever the call is.  For example, when our 
newly built church was damaged by Hurricane Harvey within a few years of being built, not only did our 
aƩendance numbers iniƟally dwindle along with their pledges and contribuƟons, but our repair costs were 
considerable and our expenses and debt re-
mained.  Last summer, our congregaƟon led the 
challenge to pay off some of our debt (a $216k 
Rachal note) within a one-year deadline of June 
2026.  Instead of taking a year, with focused and 
intenƟonal leadership and communicaƟon, our 
people were able to pay off this note in full 
within six months. 

Our Challenges 

While our people are our strongest asset, our 
aging populaƟon and noƟceable absence of 
young families with children is a challenge.  The 
tradiƟons, customs, rituals and sacraments of 
the Episcopal EucharisƟc services are solace and 
comfort for many raised in the Episcopal Church 
as well as those who 
have recently discov-
ered St. Peter’s. Yet 
our community is also 
home to an abundance 
of alternaƟve or more 
contemporary services 
and denominaƟons 
that many within our 
community are drawn 
to.  The number one 

Above– Our annual chili cook-off 

Below—CelebraƟng 150 years at St. Peter’s. 
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response to our quesƟon about our challenges was “the ab-
sence of young families with children,” closely followed by 
“an aging congregaƟon.”   St. Peter’s would welcome having 
a more contemporary type of service on occasion that con-
Ɵnues to celebrate the current tradiƟons and rituals of our 
Eucharist services, while embracing changing Ɵmes. 

Our Hopes and Dreams 

Our hopes and dreams for the future of our parish are to ex-
pand our ministries and spread the Good News to our com-
munity. To reach these goals, we need to conƟnue growing 
our numbers and increase congregaƟonal parƟcipaƟon in our 
ministries. The hopes and dreams for St. Peter’s depend in 
part on the aƩributes that our next rector exemplifies.  The 
number one priority our congregaƟon idenƟfied in their sur-
vey response to the quesƟon of what aƩributes  do we look 
for in a priest, was “strong, energeƟc preaching that relates 
the gospel to our daily lives.”  Other aƩributes include effec-
Ɵve, purposeful and Ɵmely communicaƟon and acƟon in per-
forming pastoral duƟes. Pastoral care for the bereaved, sick 
or homebound is also an important part of our ministry. We 

are certain that providing opportuniƟes for spiritual growth through faith formaƟon acƟviƟes and preaching 
the gospel will not only invite others to join us but will also welcome others to experience their own person-
al relaƟonships and connectedness with Jesus Christ.   

Finally, while the people are St. Peter’s, 
the beauty of our church building and 
grounds cannot go unmenƟoned.  With a 
lot of prayer and discernment, we took a 
leap of faith in 2015 to break ground for 
a new church building, and we are about 
to celebrate our 10th anniversary in our 
new home.  We are excited and blessed 
to have a beauƟful church building and a 
wonderful congregaƟon and search com-
miƩee who are prayerful, confident and 
commiƩed to finding and connecƟng 
with the next priest God has called to 
lead this beauƟful parish.  
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The Rockport-Fulton Community 
Rockport and Fulton are side-by-side communiƟes on the Gulf Coast in Aransas County, Tex-
as. Rockport-Fulton have a combined populaƟon of just over 12,600, with an esƟmated coun-
ty wide populaƟon of 26,146 as of July 2025. The area also welcomes thousands of Winter 
Texans every year who become valued members of the community while they’re here.  The 
populaƟon age breakdown, according to the census data, is 29.8% over 65 and 17.3% under 
18. The median household income is $69,466, with 14.3% of the populaƟon living in poverty. 

The median value of an owner occupied 
house is $265,400 as of 2024, according to 
census data. 

Locals and visitors alike enjoy the natural 
beauty of our beach, and nature trails. Live-
oak trees are the symbol of the Rockport 
Coast and are protected, as this is one of the 
few areas of the Texas coast where the oaks 
sƟll grow to the shore. The prevailing winds 
sculpt the trees into our iconic wind swept 
oaks. St. Peter’s nature trails are just a few of 
a network of hike and bike pathways and 
parks designed to encourage outdoor acƟvity 
and an appreciaƟon of the nature that sur-
rounds us. 

There are several fesƟvals and events held at 
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the Fairgrounds each year, including a monthly ‘Market 
Days’. 

According to the City’s website, Rockport ‘s economy is 
primarily supported by educaƟon, county and local gov-
ernment, commercial fishing, and tourist related busi-
nesses. RecreaƟonal opportuniƟes include sport fishing, 
sailing and other water sports. Both Rockport and Fulton 
have acƟve harbors and host commercial fishing and 
shrimping boats as well as recreaƟonal boats. 

Local museums, such as the MariƟme Museum and 
the Fulton Mansion tell the history of Rockport’s mar-
iƟme and ranching past. 

Rockport has a vibrant art community with over 200 
arƟsts living and working in the area. Downtown 
Rockport boasts many art galleries, a local theater 
group housed at Rockport LiƩle Theater, and a newly 
rebuilt Rockport Center for the Arts. Both Fulton and 
Rockport have a wide range of dining venues to en-
joy. 

The Rockport-Fulton ISD serves a large part Aransas 
County’s populaƟon. In 2024-25, there were approx-
imately 3000 students enrolled in grades K through 
12. The Rockport-Fulton teams are known as the Pi-
rates. Go Pirates! 
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